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REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

Fuerzas dé choque de la Policia Nacional portando armas largas, bombas de
gases lacrimdgenos y cascos de acero, impidieron el 18 de marzo el desfile de miles
de partidarios del Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) por las calles de la
capital, que era presidido por el Primer Ministro de Portugal, doctor Mario Soares,

y una delegacidn de la Internacional Socialista. Despue de un nimero indeterminado

de golpeados, heridos y detenidos los organizadores de la marcha decidieron disol-
verla. La marcha pretendia recorrer unos 20 kildmetros de la ciudad capital.

El jefe de la Policia Nacional, mayor general Neit Nivar Seijas, manifestd
que la prohibicidn de la marcha del PRD se debid a que en la misma participaba un
jefe de Estado extranjerc y ''mo se puede permitir la intervencidn de un jefe de
Estado extranjero en los asuntos internos del pais''. Nivar Seijas considerd
"como una falta de delicadeza de un partido politico dominicano promover una cam-
patia politica con la intervencidn de un jefe de Estado extranjero'.

El Primer Ministro de Portugal arribd el 17 de marzo presidiendo una delega-
cién de la Internacional Socialista invitado por el Comit& Ejecutivo Nacional del
PRD. El presidente Balaguer recibid al Primer Ministro de Portugal.

SR LTI

El periddico El Nacional editorializd en su edicidn del 26 de marzo que ''la
firma del llamado Pacto de No Agresidn entre el Partido Reformista y el Partido
Revolucionario Dominicano ... debe ser realizada sin demora". El editorial de
El Nacional anade:

"No puede afirmarse en verdad, que la presente campafia electoral
esté discurriendo por cauces de agitacidn y de inseguridad, que hagan
temer un final frustratorio en el empefio de consolidar el sistema de demo-
‘cracla representativa. "

Pero es lo cierto que han ocurrido algunos penosos y costosos in-—
cidentes - inclusive en vidas humanas - y que el mas reciente - la interrup-
cion de la caravana perredeista en ocasidon de la visita del Premier de
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Portugal, Mario Soares - proveccd una excitacidn de pasiones que estuvo
al borde mismo de la tragedia.

Estamos a poco mas de siete semanas de la cita de las urnas de la
cual habridn de emerger los mandos piiblicos de la nacidn para los proximos
cuatro anos, incluyendo la misma cumbre del poder politico. Y es de es-—
perar, por ldgica, que la movilizacidn de los partidos se intensifique
en esa recta final, tratando de captar la confianza y preferencia del
electorado.

Esto es natural pero conlleva riesgo de que los fervcres partidistas
se resuelvan en violencias innecesarias y negativas, que si no llegen a
dar al traste con el proceso, aportarian una tdnica de infortunio, de
divisionismo y de odio, que es preciso y posible evitar si se hacen los
esfuerzos mayores por conseguirlo.

Creemos, pues, que la firma del Pacto de No Agresidn -que insistimos
debe ser llevado a categoria de compromiso entre todos los demds partidos
que estén en disposicidn de suscribirlo - debe ser efectuada sin més
dilacidn, por m3s gque sea un simple acto formal cuya trascendencia posi-
tiva dependerid de la preocupacidn y empefio que cada agrupacidn ponga en
promover su mas estricto y constante cumplimiento por parte de sus res-
pectivos cuadros de activistas y seguidores.”

La primera mencidn del Pacto de No Agresidn entre el Partido Reformista y el
Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) acontecid a raiz de una reunidn entre los
candidatos presidencial y vicepresidencial, Silvestre Antonic Guzman y Jacobo
Majluta, del PRD, con el presidente Balaguer el 10 de marzo. Previa a esa reunidn
con los candidatos del PRD, el doctor Balaguer sostuvo una entrevista con el
presidente de esa organizacidn politica, doctor Salvador Jorge Blanco.

Khkkikkkkk

El Partido Reformista depositd el 31 de marzo ante la Junta Central Elec-
toral (JCE) la candidatura del doctor Joaquin Balaguer para la Presidencia y del
licenciado Fernando Alvarez Bogaert a la Vicepresidencia, para los comicios del
16 de mayo. La inscripcidn marca el final de los profusos rumores de que el licen-
ciado Francisco Augusto Lora acompanaria a Balaguer en la boleta del Partido Refor-
mista (PR).

Ambos candidatos fueron proclamados el 13 de marzo por la Asamblea Eleccionaria
del PR. Se daba por descontado la eleccidn del doctor Balaguer, pero, en cuanto a
la candidatura vicepresidencial, se desconocia cual seria el propuesto. Sectores
politicos daban por segura la eleccidn de nuevo del licenciado Carlos Rafael Goico
Morales, quien ha acompafiado a Balaguer en los (ltimos dos periodos de gobierno.

El Comité Central Ejecutivo del PR sometid a la Asamblea Eleccionaria una
plancha con Balaguer y Alvarez Bogaert como los candidatos a la Presidencia y Vice-
presidencia, respectivamente. La plancha, presentada por el Secretario General,
profesor Pedrc Villanueva, fue acogida por aclamacidn. Las especulaciones en
torno a la candidatura vicepresidencial se originaron en base al articulo 42 de los
estatutos del PR, el cual estipula que el candidato a la presidencia debe senalar
su comparniero de boleta y a que en su discurso de casi una hora de duracidn el pre-
sidente Balaguer en ningin momento se refirid a la candidatura vicepresidencial.
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Fuentes infermadas han manilfestado que la seleccidn de lvarez Bogaert se debe
a sus buenas relaciones con los grupos empresariales de Santiago que respaldan la
fracasada blUsqueda de la nominacidn presidencial del Partido Revolucionario Domini-
cauv (PRD) del doctor Salvador Jorge Blanco. Ademas se mencionan los vinculos con
los militares que cultivd Alvarez Bogaert cuando estaba al frente del Consejo Es-
tatal del AzGcar. También se alega que la embajada de Estados Unidos ha propiciado
la idea, de gque independientemente de la victoria del PRD ¢ el PR, el que gane reci-
ba la colaboracidn politica del otro. Alvarez Bogaert se supone que tiene buenas
relaciones con la direccidén del PRD, a cuyo secretario general, licenciado José
Francisco Pena Gomez, trata de hermano por haberlo sido de crianza.

El presidente Balaguer defendid su nueva repostulacidn alegando que Franklyn
Delano Roosevelt y Luis Murioz Marin fueron electos por cuatro periodos consecutivos
sin que nadie los calificara de continuistas. Balaguer explicd los conceptos que
a su juicio significan el continuismo y la continuidad.

Balaguer dijo que continuismo es la prolongacidn de una situacibn politica
determinada mediante el sistema del partido Gnico y métodos coercitives que se opo-
nen a la libre expresidn de la voluntad del pueblo, y sefiald que en cambio la conti-
nuidad es la prclongacidn de la situacidn similar mediante el ejercicio del sufragio
libre y por el consenso espontaneo de las mayorias nacionales.

Balaguer manifestd que el periodo 1978-82 serda para el PR un periodo de consoli-
dacidon de las conquistas ya alcanzadas y la ampliacidn del proceso de desarrollo eco-
nomico y social que se inicid en 1966. Serd también, indicd, el afianzamiento de la
paz democratica ''de que ha disfrutado la familia dominicana'.

Balaguer observd que si aqul surge un nuevo gobierno como resultado de las
elecciones del 16 de mayo, "lo que se producird en el pais serd un cambio de cosas,
pero no un cambio en las cosas''. Sefiald que habria, como es 16gico cuando se pro-
duce un cambio de régimen, remociones en masa en el tren burocritico, "entraria a
funcionar la llamada aplanadora'.

El Presidente indicd® que un nuevo equipo se encargaria de dirigir los destinos
de la nacidn y anadid que es posible que se altere el orden de la inversidn plblica
y que se destinen menos fondos para la construccidn de viviendas para familias
pobres y de otras obras.

Balaguer agregd que es posible que si el nuevo gobierno dedicara sus objetivos
a departamentos técnicos que desarrollarian proyectos gque sbBlo el tiempo dir3d si
darian para el pails resultados satisfactorios. Manifestd que es de esperarse que
ese nuevo gobierno cambie la politica internacional de la Repiiblica y que la libe-
ralice hasta con los regimenes socialistas y se endurezca en cambio para las naciones
en que hay gobiernos producto de las armas y no del poder popular.

El presidente Balaguer dijo que podria predecirse también un cambio en la ins-
Ltruccidn piblica y que se destinen mds fondos a la educacidn superior en detrimento
de la ensenanza primaria.

Lhekh e kikh ki k
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La empresa Homestake Mining Company de San Francisco, California, Estados
Unidos, hizo pGblico ¢l retiro de sus propuestas al gobierno dominicano para la
exploracidn y explotacidn de los yacimientos de Los Cacaos. La empresa alegd que
las citras ofrecidas por ella fueron « »mocidas por competidores surgidos a Ultima
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hora, después de concluida la redaccidn del inforrne sobre las negociaciones que
debia ser entrecgadc al presidente Joaquin Balaguer. El comunicado de la compania
dice "que tal circunstancia ha permitido a los competidores someter nuevas cifras
que alteren el resultado de la evaluacidn original y denota que dicha maniobra estd
dirigida pura y simplemente a eliminar Homestake Mining Company y no a que real

y efectivamente los competidores cumplan con lo ofrecido debido a su condicidn
monopolistica".

Fuentes informadas revelaron que la alusidn de monopolistica se refiere a la
Rosario Dominicana, que explota el yacimiento de Pueblo Viejo y aspira a la obten-
cidn de Locs Cacaos. La compafiia italiana Tecnomin compite también para lograr el
vacimiento de Los Cacaos.

GUYANA

Finance Minister Frank Hope presented on February 27, nearly two months later
than usual, the 1978 budget to Parliament. Mr. Hope reported the following as the
current difficulties of Guyana: (1) a G$235 million balance of payments deficit;
(2) a 26 percent decline in the value of sugar exports; (3) a 3 percent drop in
calcined bauxite production and (4) external debts totalling $700 million. He
said that it was a year of economic stagnation, with no real growth over the
previous year. Mr. Hope revealed that the country had managed to chop $100
million off its balance of payments deficit, but that was not sufficient to pre-
vent the country slipping $235 million in the red.

The Minister attributed the deficit largely to the 26 percent decline in the
value of sugar exports, which ebbed to 241,000 tons. Mr. Hope blamed the low
production on a strike by the Guyana Agricultural and General Workers Union which
lasted for 135 days during the autumn harvest last year.

Mr. Hope announced a $643 million budget for 1978 and a $1.28 billion four-
year eapital programme to take the economy out of its current troubles by the
turn of the decade. The 1978 budget includes current capital expenditure of $476.5
million plus statutory notes of $167 million. Receipts are tagged at $483 millionm,
leaving a deficit of $160 million. Spending on education and health will increase
despite the economic ‘difficulties, the former taking $82.8 million and the latter
$33.9 million. Indirect taxes amounting to $44 million mostly on non-essentials
were announced. As a result, the cost of beer, liquor, gasolene, furniture, refri-
gerators, motor vehicles and radio licences and passports will be increased.

The Finance Minister declared that the centre piece of the $1.28 billion four-
yvear development plan are three major drainage and irrigation projects costing half
a billion dollars by the 1980s and providing efficient drainage for over a quarter
million acres of agricultural lands. Top of the investment list is agriculture
(including drainage and irrigation) which will take $376.1 million from the public
sector alone, apart from foreign loans which are targeted at $485 million for all
sectors for the four years. General administration and other services will come
an overall second after agriculture, with $222.9 million.

AEkkAkAAhkE

Energy and Natural Resources Minister Hubert Jack stated to Parliament on March 3

that heavy investment in forestrvy and hydro-power, mineral exploitation and exploration
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as well as revamping of supporting institutions are part of Guyana's programme to
step up exploitation of its natural resources in coming years. Among the plans
announced are:

° A special committee is working under the National Science Research
Council to develop a charcoal industry, and the country has already got a
potential export market for 20,000 tons of charcoal.

° Three "proposals' for the production of kaolin are being considered
and a decision on which of them to accept will be made by year end so a
factory can be constructed next year,

° The bauxite industry is considering the possibility of manufac-
turing refractory material - which uses calcined bauxite and is widely
utilised in extremely high temperatures in furnaces.

° Discussions are going on possible exploitation of uranium.

First word that uranium exploitation is being considered came recently in
Parliament when Opposition Leader Dr. Cheddi Jagan said he had been approached by
cfficials from a West German firm about the attitude of a future People's Progres-
sive Party (PPP) Govermnment towards such a project. Dr. Jagan stated that, in
keeping with his party's policy, any agreement which was not in comsonance with
Guyanese sovereignty would be cancelled.

Minister Jack reported also that the state-owned bauxite industry is looking
at the possibility of setting up another alumina plant with assistance from "a

friendly country".

Discussions are taking place with two o0il companies for off shore oil explo-
ration and if agreement is reached, the first seismic studies could start later in
the year. The Minister acknowledged that previous exploration efforts have not
lived up to expectations and he added that oil search is a costly business.
Further, he said, the Govermment must deal with multinational corporations whose
demands for participation are "onerous'.

Asked by an Opposition heckler why Guyana is not taking assistance from the
Socialist states, Jack replied that the expertise of such countries is in on-shore
0il exploration while Guyana's greatest potential lies off shore.

kkkkkkkhkik

Trade and Consumer Protection Minister George King stated om March 6 that
imports from socialist countries had risen from $5.3 million in 1964 to $33.8
million in 1976, but that exports had risen only marginally from $5.8 million to
$6 million. Mr. King said that efforts had been made to sell Guyanese products
to non-traditional sources but without success, and "'any sound trade policy must
be pursued in positive and realistic terms.'

Mr. King revealed that imports of onions rose from 5 million pounds in 1976 to
6.2 million in 1977, salt from 11 million to 11,7 million pounds, cooking butter
from 24,000 to 212,000 cartons, rolled oats from 336,000 to 576,000 cartons, and
milk from 332,000 to 767,876 cartons.

Mr. King added that plans are being worked out for a reduction of the country's
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650 importers because the number is unwieldy and makes it difficult to monitor the
performance of foreign trade. He said that the private sector would be permitted

to remain in the distributive trade provided merchants showed qualities of honesty,
integrity and fairplay. However, investors with the interest of the nation at heart
were being urged to become involved in manufacturing and industry generally.

The Trade Minister stated that the Government had always been concerned at
Guyana's dependence on foreign goods, and the new mechanisms being worked out for
greater state control of trade would give priority to essential items. Reviewing
the country's. trade over the past year, he said the policy remained two-fold diver-
sification, and securing the best possible return on foreign exchange expended.

T PP

Energy and Natural Resources Minister Hubert Jack revealed, in a heated exchange
with an Opposition Parliamentarian, that Surinam is refusing to recognise its
claim that ownership of the Corentyne river separating the two contries is linked to
ownership of the New River Triangle, a disputed 6,000 square miles now within
Guyana's boundaries. The statement was prompted by a charge by Mr. Clinton
Collymore, frontbencher of the Opposition People's Progressive Party, that in
seizing a Surinam-owned trawler last year, the Guyana Government had committed "a
faux pas of considerable magnitude." Mr. Jack accused Collymore of "an act of dis-
loyalty" because the Opposition member had spoken without having attempted to
ascertain the facts of the matter.

Mr. Jack's statement was the first official hint as to the cause for the delay
in agreement on talks between the two neighbouring republics, following withdrawal
of fishing licences from Guyanese fishermen by Surinam at the beginning of the year.

Kkkkkhkkkhhk

The Opposition People's Progressive Party (PPP) announced that it will oppose
attempts by the ruling People's National Congress (PNC) to alter the constitution.
The PPP statement said that the PNC increasing unpopularity had given rise to wide-
spread speculation and anxiety that it would “resort to constitutional manipulation
and fraud to maintain itself in power'. The statement added: 'The central committee
of the people's party feel constrained to emphasise that it will not tolerate any
attempt to make changes to the constitution inimical to the interests of the
masses."

Apart from being opposed to any unilateral changes in the constitution, the
PPP said it was against the prescriptions which the Government was using to solve
the economic downturn in Guyana, because such a solution was based on further cuts
in subsidies, cuts in social services, additional taxation and retrenchment, all of
which placed many additional burdens on the backs of the working people. The
Opposition party listed some of the "burdens' as:

o

GS$19 million taxation in 1974.

° A sugar levy which raised $393 million in 1974-1977.
° Increases in the drainage and irrigation charges and local Government
rates and taxes in 1975-1976.

° $26 million cuts in subsidies in 1977 resulting in a 50 percent increasée

in the price of flour, 25 percent in electricity and 75 percent in ferry charges.
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°® $14 million cuts in subsidies in 1978 resulting in increases: flour
by 14 percent, milk by 36 percent, telephone rates increased by 40 percent
to 50 percent, and,

°® $44 million taxation in 1978.

The PPP stated that '"these are the consequences of following an incorrect
planning strategy, lack of democracy at all levels, political and racial discrimi-
nation, mis-management of the finances, and the squandering of the foreign reserves
by the present Government". The Opposition party charged the Government with link-
ing Guyana into a Caribbean Community dominated by imperialism through multi-national
corporations based especially in Trinidad and Tobago, and of not improving its trade
links with socialist countries.

TxkrAA kA AA

Opposition Leader Dr. Cheddi Jagan stated that the $4.5 billion Point Lisas
industrialisation plan in Trinidad and Tobago was in keeping with the new strategy
of imperialism of using Trinidad as a base for economic penetration in the area,
while holding Guyana and Belize to a position of agricultural and raw material
producers. Dr. Jagan said that Trinidad's Prime Minister Dr. Eric Williams was
currently being blamed for the problems in CARICOM, but he added that one has to
see what the PNM represents ... "an alliance between local bourgeoisie and foreign
big bourgeoisie'. Dr. Jagan added that while the price of oil bought by Guyana
from Trinidad and Tobago had increased by 147 percent between 1973 and 1977, in the
United States the price of o0il had increased by only 12 percent. He said that
Guyana was also required to pay much more for fertilisers produced by multi-nationals
in Trinidad and Tobago than what the companies sold to some other buyers, such as
their parent companies.

khAKRRAAKEKR

The Opposition People's Progressive Party tabled two separate motions seeking
Guyana Government support for Puerto Rico to be free from foreign domination and
control and condemnation of the neutron bomb. Opposition Leader Dr. Cheddi Jagan,
in the Puerto Rico motion filed in Parliament, wants the National Assembly to call
on the Government "to support vigorously at the United Nations and at other forums,
the inalienable right of the people of Puerto Rico to be free from foreign control
and domination, and to exercise complete sovereignty over the entire island which
they won from Spain eighty years ago."”

His frontbench colleague, Clinton Collymore, has filed a separate motion
requesting Parliament to call on the Governmment "'to voice its support as a matter
of great urgency, for the demand by peace-loving people all over the world, that
the US cease all preparations for the manufacture of the neutron bomb."

EEET TP L

The Guyana Agricultural and General Workers Union (GAWU) signed on February 27
four recognition agreements in the Labour Ministry outside of the sugar belt.

GAWU, the sugar industry's most powerful union, signed agreements with three
departments of A.H. and Kissoon, Guyana's largest furniture manufacturer, and for
the Park Hotel in Georgetown, which is owned by the same firm.

KhhAhA Ak

Agriculture Minister Gavin Kennard announced that the Guyana Sugar Corporation,
established in 1976 to run the nationalised sugar industry, has been renamed the
Guyana Agricultural Industries Limited. The name change ig intended to reflect
the new Government policy that the company diversify its base and move away from
sole dependence on sugar.



TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Five members of the United Labour Front (ULF) wrote to President Ellis Clarke
informing him that they do not support the Leader of the Opposition in the House
of Representatives, Mr. Raffique Shah. The letters were delivered to the President
on March 17, but he was not on hand to receive the letters as he was in Tobago.

Party sources disclosed on March 18 that the MPs not supporting Mr. Shah were
directed by the Central Executive to inform the President of their decision at a
meeting last March l4. Those who signed the letters were: Basdeo Panday (Couva
North); Kelvin Ramnath (Couva South); Nizam Mohammed (Princes Town); Winston
Nanan (Tabaquite), and Hafeeza Khan (St. Augustine).

This new development follows the defection of Mr. Nanan from the Shah faction.
Mr. Nanan announced on March 6 that he no longer supports the Shah faction because
of what he called '"destructive elements'" within that grouping of the party which
advocate a system alien to Trinidad and Tobago and in complete disharmony with the
wishes of the people.

Before Nanan's change of loyalty became public, another of Shah's Parliamentary
supporters, Mr. Boodram Jattan, was sentenced to five years in prison and five
strokes following his conviction on a criminal offence. Mr. Jattan has denied the
charge and 1s appealing his case. This situation has, however, put his seat in
jeopardy, since according to section 48, subsection 30 of the Constitution, he
ceases to function as a Member of Parliament until the appeal is determined. More-
over, if he loses the appeal and misses six consecutive sittings of the House, his
seat could be declared vacant. This would leave Mr. Shah with four supporters and
Mr. Panday with five.

A member of the Shah faction was reported as saying by the Sunday Express of
March 19 that Panday would not be returned as Leader of the Opposition. He said
that his faction was moving to keep Panday out at all costs and would definitely
ask Mr. A.N.R. Robinson, Democratic Action Congress (DAC)- Tobago East, to accept
the position of Leader of the Opposition in the House. ‘

Meanwhile, Dr. Winston Murray (DAC, MP for Tobago East) claimed that he was
manhandled on March 19 when he tried to attend a meeting called by Mr. Robinson in
his constituency. Mr. Robinson charged that Dr. Murray was trying to break up the
meeting. Dr. Murray stated that since his five-month suspension from Parliament
last year, following a contempt charge, Mr. Robinson has been urging 'my removal''.

Oppositlon Leader Raffique Shah has denied that Mr. Robinson was approached
and asked to lead his faction of the ULF in Parliament. He stated that the rumour
was intended to create more confusion.

khdhhhhdhhhik

Government will try to sell more than 1,000 voting machines to foreign clients.
The machines were introduced in 1961 after it was found out that large-scale fraud,
duplication of names and names of dead persons were found on ballot sheets for the
elections to the Parliament of the now defunct West Indies Federation.

P T TR P T

Deutsche Bank cf West Germany and the Government of Trinidad and Tobago signed

in early March an agreement providing for the private placement of 75 million Deutsche



-9-

mark bonds (about TT$39 million) for five years at six percent interest on the West
German market. The loan is the first of TT$500 million which Prime Minister Dr. Eric
Williams, in his 1978 budget speech, said his Government will borrow from foreign
and local banks this year in order to help finance development and energy-based
projects.

On March 29, Dr. Williams signed an agreement with the Union Bank of Switzerlanc
for a bond issue of 50 million Swiss francs (about TT$62 million). The agreement
provides for the private placement of the 5-year bonds on the Swiss domestic market.
The notes will bear an interest at the rate of 5 1/4 percent from March 31 this year.

AkkAhhRAAKR

A department of science and techmology, and international trade has been set up
within the Ministry of External Affairs. The unit will monitor international develog
ments in the areas of science and technology in order to identify the relative sys-
tems which could be adopted to local industry.

KkFLARERAAKER

Cabinet appointed on March2 a committee to consider the operations of the sugar
industry in .Trinidad and Tobago. The terms of reference of the committee will be:
"TIn the light of the present depressed prices for export sugars and current produc-—
tion costs, to consider:

(i) the rationalisation of the industry to attempt to bring costs and
prices more into line with one another;

(ii) existing work practices, operational methods and financial controls;
(i11) alternatives to the existing sugar industry;

(iv) future development of products based upon sugar and/or its by-products;

(v) the introduction of advanced technologies;

(vi) the size, organisational requirements and institutional framework of
any future sugar industry taking into account economic and social considera-
tions".

The committee, which will be headed by Dr. J. Spence as chairman, will comprise
representatives of the University of the West Indies, All Trinidad Union, Trinidad
and Tobago Labour Congress, Caroni Limited, Sugar Manufacturers Association and of
the ministries of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, Industry and Commerce, and
Finance. Cabinet further agreed that the membership of the committee may be
increased to include:

(a) representation of both cane farming bodies, both of which will
undoubtedly want representation;

(b) the inclusion of Mr. Ian Bertrand, Personal Assistant to the Managing
Director of TRINTOC, who when employed at Peat, Marwick and Mitchell (firm of
accountants) headed a team which made an in-depth study of Caroni Limited.

Mr. Bertrand 1s an experienced economist.

The committee 1s expected to submit its report to the Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Finance by September 29, 1978. The committee will also have power to co-opt
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experienced persons and be furnished with reports to assist it in deliberations.

The appointment of this follows a motion moved by Mr. Basdeo Panday, Member for
Couva North, in the House of Representatives last 24 February. Mr. Panday had asked
Government to institute a Commission of Enquiry into all aspects of the sugar industry
with particular reference to Caroni Limited. At this sitting of the House of Repre-
sentatives, Mr. Panday withdrew his motion in the light of the announcement made by
him of the Government's intention to appoint a committee to consider the operations
of the sugar industry. This course of action was taken following consultations
with the Prime Minister.

ey P T P T P TP

The majority state—owned Trinidad and Tobago Tesoro Petroleum Company announced
a new oil find in the northern marine areas in the Gulf of Paria, which could boost
present production levels by 600 barrels a day. The oil was found in 90 feet of
water.

Tesoro has a two-thirds interest in the discovered well and in the 51,000-acre
north marine area. The remaining interest is shared by Trinidad and Tobago 01l Com-
pany (TRINTOC) and Texaco Trinidad Inc. The announcement said that Trinmar Ltd.,
the company which drilled the well, is considering sinking two additional exploratory
wells to delineate the o0il reservoir encounter.

Tesoro is 50.1 percent owned by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and 49.9
percent by Tesoro Petroleum Corporation.

Mr. J.P. Schlumz, managing director of Trinidad-Tesoro, revealed that the
company intends to intensify its exploratory activity both on land and in the off-
shore Galeota lease. He disclosed that land production had shown an increase from
16,000 barrels of o0il per day to 19,000 bopd. He also remarked that it was the
company's policy to concentrate its financial resources primarily on development
drilling, thermal recovery and recompletions. However, during the past two years,
emphasis had also been placed on exploration, primarily on land; and it was now
the company's intention to intensify its exploratory activity not only- on land but
also in the offshore Galeota lease. Thermal production had also improved because
of the sharp increase in the amount of steam injected in the Palo Seco reservoirs.

ANTIGUA

Finance Minister Reuben Harris presented a $51.2 million budget which envisages
an increase of at least $8 million in civil servants' salaries. The budget, showing
a deficit of just over $9.4 million, promised subsidies in education and medicine
and increased social security benefits. Taxes were slapped on travel, telecommunica-
tions and licences for operating ham radios and citizen band radios.

hhkdhhhhhik

The West Indies Associated States Appeal Court granted leave to former Finance
Minister Sydney Prince and former Public Utilities Chairman Donald Halstead to refer
their cases to the British Privy Council. The two men, who both face corruption
charges, are requesting a claim on a ruling that their constitutional rights were
violated. The Appeal Court turned down, however, a motion by former Premier George
Walter who also wanted to take his case to the Privy Council.
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